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August 24, 2013

Victory Everlasting Gospel 

Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

 “The Early and Latter Rain”

Let us pray …

In many SDA churches around the world, our Bible based historic doctrines are rarely preached today. A a celebration style of music and the love gospel makes up the bulk of the worship in many of the churches today. I am not condemning love sermons or good Christian music, they have their place in worship; but we are God’s remnant people bearing the everlasting gospel to preach to every nation, kindred, tongue and people. 

At Pentecost, the Christian church had 11 evangelists and they baptized 3,000 souls in a single day. 

The population of the world at the time of Christ was estimated at about 200 million. 
The population of the world today is over 7 billion people. And there are now some 17 million SDA’s around the world and we are told that we are averaging 2,000 baptisms every day. I often wonder what kind of churches are the newly baptized becoming members of?
Now 2,000 baptisms a day may sound pretty good until you factor in that there are about 363,000 births world-wide every day. 
 Another question, what are the newly baptized really learning? 
There are lifelong SDA’s that are reporting that they haven’t heard a message on the sanctuary in more than 20 years; and some churches have never hear a sermon on the sanctuary and that’s a pillar doctrine of our faith.
Many SDA’s have never heard a sermon on the three angel’s messages of Revelation 14; and they are the end time messages to the world in this final generation.


To many, being a SDA, is very much like being a member of any Sunday-keeping church, with two exceptions. #1. They go to church on Saturday and #2. They eat no pork. But they are close in resemblance otherwise.

If you asked many SDA’s to explain the early and latter rain, they would think that you were speaking of weather related conditions, rather than conditions applicable to one’s salvation. The early and latter rain is the subject of today’s study.
The Spirit of Prophecy said this in TM 506, “In the East the former rain falls at the sowing time. It is necessary in order that the seed may germinate”.
Surely everyone at sometime in their life may have planted a garden.  

We put the seed in the ground and what happens next? What is necessary in order that the seed may germinate? Rainwater is necessary.
 “Under the influence of the fertilizing showers, the tender shoot springs up.”  TM506.1  

So with the water the germination begins.

Here we see the hypocotyl and the radicle.

The next slide shows the hypocotyl lengthening,

And then roots forming while the seed and casing break the surface.

Here is a photo of that.

Then the seed begins to lose its casing as it begins to stand upright.

Here is another photo of that phase.

This phase has shed the casing and leaves begin to form.
In this last phase on this slide it shows the plant forming, leaves and root system more developed.

This slide shows the same process, identifying the parts of the bean plant.

This is another vegetable plant in about the same phase of development with seed casing on the ground.

“The latter rain, falling near the close of the season, ripens the grain and prepares it for the sickle. 
The Lord employs these operations of nature to represent the work of the Holy Spirit. As the dew and the rain are given first to cause the seed to germinate, and then to ripen the harvest, so the Holy Spirit is given to carry forward, from one stage to another, the process of spiritual growth. 
The ripening of the grain represents the completion of the work of God's grace in the soul. By the power of the Holy Spirit the moral image of God is to be perfected in the character. We are to be wholly transformed into the likeness of Christ.”  {TM 506.1}

“The latter rain, ripening earth's harvest, represents the spiritual grace that prepares the church for the coming of the Son of man. But unless the former rain has fallen, there will be no life; the green blade will not spring up. Unless the early showers have done their work, the latter rain can bring no seed to perfection.” {TM 506.2}  

“There is to be "first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear." There must be a constant development of Christian virtue, a constant advancement in Christian experience. This we should seek with intensity of desire, that we may adorn the doctrine of Christ our Saviour.”  {TM 506.2}  


We are in a period now of needed preparation or an early rain experience, in order to be ready for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit when the latter rain will fall on those who have been making preparation. 
We know that at Pentecost, the Holy Spirit that was poured out on the disciples was called the “Early Rain.” Likewise the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the time of trouble is called the “Latter Rain.”

But my brothers and sisters, everyone who receives the latter rain must have had an early rain experience as well. Those who are waiting for the latter rain without preparation will never experience that blessing.


The SOP says this in FLB 334, “There must be no neglect of the grace represented by the former rain. Only those who are living up to the light they have, will receive greater light.  Unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we shall not recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but we shall not discern or receive it.” {FLB 334}

Brethren, a nominal experience will end in eternal loss, but that is the experience of most SDA’s today. In the parable of the ten virgins, we know 5 were wise and 5 were foolish. We also know that all 10 were church members. What did the 5 foolish lack when the loud cry came at midnight? They lacked oil for their lamps. What does the oil represent? The Holy Spirit. And what are the lamps? Psalm 119:105 “Thy word [is] a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” They have been neglecting the needful preparation of the 2 things Brother Brian mentioned last week, #1 much prayer and #2 much Bible study with the Holy Spirit’s guidance. 
Joel 2:23, 28 “Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. (In the time of Pentecost, there were 3,000 baptized in a day the scripture says was the former rain moderately) … verse 28, “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:”
Zechariah 10:1 “Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to everyone grass in the field.”

What does the scripture say we should be doing? It said, “Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain. The SOP says this in,

8T 21, “The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was "the former rain," and glorious was the result. But the latter rain will be more abundant.”  8T 21  

What did it say? But the latter rain will be More abundant! 

Now listen to this quote, “God will soon do great things for us if we lie humble and believing at His feet. . . . More than one thousand will soon be converted in one day, most of whom will trace their first convictions to the reading of our publications.”--Review and Herald, Nov. 10, 1885.  {CM 151.3} Certainly a good reason to be distributing our literature.

Right now the world church is baptizing 2,000 a day with 17 million members. At Pentecost 3,000 were baptized in a day with 11 church preachers. If that was moderate, how would our world performance stack up?
But we just read that the latter rain will be more abundant. Perhaps hundreds of thousands will be baptized in a day at the time of the latter rain. 

TM 506, “Many have in a great measure failed to receive the former rain. (Well why not?) They have not obtained all the benefits that God has thus provided for them. They expect that the lack will be supplied by the latter rain. When the richest abundance of grace shall be bestowed, they intend to open their hearts to receive it. They are making a terrible mistake. The work that God has begun in the human heart in giving His light and knowledge must be continually going forward. Every individual must realize his own necessity. The heart must be emptied of every defilement and cleansed for the indwelling of the Spirit. It was by the confession and forsaking of sin, by earnest prayer and 
consecration of themselves to God, that the early disciples prepared for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. The same work, only in greater degree, must be done now. Then the human agent had only to ask for the blessing, and wait for the Lord to perfect the work concerning him. It is God who began the work, and He will finish His work, making man complete in Jesus Christ. But there must be no neglect of the grace represented by the former rain. Only those who are living up to the light they have will receive greater light.”  {TM 506}  

 “I was shown that if God's people make no efforts on their part, but wait for the refreshing to come upon them and remove their wrongs and correct their errors; if they depend upon that to cleanse 
them from filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and fit them to engage in the loud cry of the third angel, they will be found wanting.”  {1T 619}

Going on, “Unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we shall not recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but we shall not discern or receive it.” {TM 507.1}    And why is that? Because,
“God leads His people on, step by step. He brings them up to different points calculated to manifest what is in the heart. Some endure at one point, but fall off at the next. At every advanced point the heart is tested and tried a little closer. If the professed people of God find their hearts opposed to this straight work, it should convince them that they have a work to do to overcome, if they would not be spewed out of the mouth of the Lord.” {1T 187}
“Said the angel: "God will bring His work closer and closer to test and prove every one of His people." Some are willing to receive one point; but when God brings them to another testing point, they shrink from it and stand back, because they find that it strikes directly at some cherished idol. Here they have opportunity to see what is in their hearts that shuts out Jesus. They prize something higher than the truth, and their hearts are not prepared to receive Jesus. Individuals are tested and proved a length of time to see if they will sacrifice their idols and heed the counsel of the True Witness.”  {1T 187}
“Those who come up to every point, and stand every test, and overcome, be the price what it may, have heeded the counsel of the True Witness, and they will receive the latter rain, and thus be fitted for translation.”  {1T 187}
“I saw that many were neglecting the preparation so needful and were looking to the time of "refreshing" and the "latter rain" to fit them to stand in the day of the Lord and to live in His sight. Oh, how many I saw in the time of trouble without a shelter! They had neglected the needful preparation; therefore they could not receive the refreshing that all must have to fit them to live in the sight of a holy God. {EW 71}

“I saw that none could share the "refreshing" unless they obtain the victory over every besetment, over pride, selfishness, love of the world, and over every wrong word and action. We should, therefore, be drawing nearer and nearer to the Lord and be earnestly seeking that preparation necessary to enable us to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord. Let all remember that God is holy and that none but holy beings can ever dwell in His presence. {EW 71}

Thank God for the Spirit of Prophecy given to His remnant people. There are many within Adventism that will reject the counsel of the true witness which is the Medical Missionary work and the diet and lifestyle changes necessary to be fitted for the work. We are told that it will cause a shaking among God’s people. Listen to this,.
“I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen and was shown that it would be caused by the straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans. This will have its effect upon the heart of the receiver, and will lead him to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight truth. Some will not bear this straight testimony. They will rise up against it, and this is what will cause a shaking among God's people.  {EW 270.2}  

I saw that the testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded. The solemn testimony upon which the destiny of the church hangs has been lightly esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This testimony must work deep repentance; all who truly receive it will obey it and be purified.  {EW 270.3} 
 We read in Acts 5:15, “Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them.” Just by Peter walking past sick people, his shadow got lame men walking. In this preparation time we must be doing medical missionary work. When the latter rains is poured out there will be many miracles attending the work. We have an obligation now to get all sin out of our lives.
Acts 3:19, 20 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:”  

The remnant will receive it and the SOP says,
 “Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy consecration, will hasten from place to place to proclaim the message from heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the earth, the warning will be given. Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and signs and wonders will follow the believers.” GC 611, 612
So we are told that miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and signs and wonders will follow the believers.

Before the outpouring of the latter rain, God has given us a healing work that involves educating people as to why they got sick, then showing them how to get well and stay well using natural remedies and a healthy diet and lifestyle. 

“We should pray as earnestly for the descent of the Holy Spirit as the disciples prayed on the Day of Pentecost. If they needed it at that time, we need it more today.” 5T 158 (1882).   {LDE 188.3}  

“The descent of the Holy Spirit upon the church is looked forward to as in the future, but it is the privilege of the church to have it now.  Seek for it, pray for it, believe for it. We must have it, and Heaven is waiting to bestow it.” Ev 701 (1895).  {LDE 188.4} 

And when the latter rain is poured out, there will be many healing miracles for the people coming out of churches of Babylon as they embrace God’s true Sabbath and reject the antichrist with the spurious Sabbath and all the false doctrines making up the wine of Babylon.

Isaiah 58:14 says, “Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.”

What is it that God’s church needs right now?

“A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most urgent of all our needs. To seek this should be our first work. There must be earnest effort to obtain the blessing of the Lord, not because God is not willing to bestow His blessing upon us, but because we are unprepared to receive it. Our heavenly Father is more 

willing to give His Holy Spirit to them that ask Him, than are earthly parents to give good gifts to their children. But it is our work, by confession, humiliation, repentance, and earnest prayer, to fulfill the conditions upon which God has promised to grant us His blessing. A revival need be expected only in answer to prayer.” 1SM 121 (1887).  {LDE 189.1} 

“A revival and a reformation must take place, under the ministration of the Holy Spirit. Revival and reformation are two different things. Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual life, a quickening of the powers of mind and heart, a resurrection from spiritual death. Reformation signifies a 

reorganization, a change in ideas and theories, habits and practices. Reformation will not bring forth the good fruit of righteousness unless it is connected with the revival of the Spirit. Revival and reformation are to do their appointed work, and in doing this work they must blend.”  RH Feb. 25, 1902.  {LDE 189.3}

“There is nothing that Satan fears so much as that the people of God shall clear the way by removing every hindrance, so that the Lord can pour out His Spirit upon a languishing church. . . . Every temptation, every opposing influence, whether open or secret, may be successfully resisted, "not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."” (Zechariah 4:6).--1SM 124 (1887).  {LDE 192.4}  

“It is left with us to remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul temple of every defilement. Then the latter rain will fall upon us as the early rain fell upon the disciples on the Day of Pentecost.”  5T 214 (1882).  {LDE 192.3}

Let us pray …  

